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HE condition of the Provident Savings Life Assurance 
Society is still a matter of considerable interest and 
comment. Efforts to hold a meeting of the board have been 
unavailing, owing to the lack of a quorum, but it is hoped 
that at an early date the board will proceed to reorganize the 
company and place it in a position to resume business. The 
banks that control the stock, through hypothecation by E. R. 
and O. FF. Thomas, would be very glad to turn it over to who- 
ever is willing to pay a reasonable price for it. There have 
been various offers made for the stock by insurance men, as 
well as by speculators who would like to get control of its 
assets, as the Thomases did, but no offer has yet been ac- 
cepted by the banking interests. It is reported that the Co- 
lumbian National of Boston has made a proposition that is 
favorably regarded, and may result in that company securing 
control of the Provident Savings at an early day, operating 
it as an independent company. Offers for the stock range all 
the way from eighty to two hundred dollars per share of 
the face value of $80 a share. The financial condition of the 
Provident is improving, and its position was excellent be- 
fore the Thomases got control, but it is losing business daily 
because of the troubles existing and the order of Superin- 
tendent Kelsey prohibiting it from writing new business. 
The society has long been the football of speculators, notwith- 
standing which it was regarded as sound and solvent, and 
one of the most promising of the younger companies. It is 
greatly to be hoped that the existing difficulties may be 
speedily arranged, and live, practical insurance men obtain 
control of the company. The latest news is that certain prom- 
inent capitalists are about to acquire the company. It is too 
good a plant to reinsure its business, or let it fall into the 
hands of a receiver, as is likely to be the case if a change is 
not soon brought about. 





DECISION of considerable importance to automiobilists 
A was rendered by the Appellate Division of the Supreme 
Court a few days since. The case was that of George Cun- 
ningham against Burton S. Castle, the owner of an automo- 
bile. It appears that, after having taken the owner home in 
the evening, the chauffeur asked permission to use the machine 
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for an hour or so to go uptown on his own private business, 
and consent was given. The chauffeur then went to a restau- 
rant and invited a man and two women to take a ride with 
him. While driving rapidly down Eighth avenue, the car 
struck and seriously injured Mr. Cunningham. He brought 
suit for damages against the owner of the machine. The 
lower court gave judgment for the plaintiff, and an appeal 
was taken to the higher court. The appellate division, by a 
vote of three to two, overruled the lower court. It was 
claimed that the automobile is a dangerous instrumentality, 
and that its owner was responsible for the accident because of 
such dangerous character, and also that it was being operated 
with his consent; but the court holds that an automobile is no 
more dangerous than a team of horses and carriage, or a gun 
or a sailboat or a motor launch. The opinion holds that the 
chauffeur was not engaged upon the master’s business, but 
was using the car solely for his own pleasure, and conse- 
quently the owner was not responsible for the accident. This 
opinion was delivered by Justice Clarke, Justices Ingraham 
and Scott concurring. Justices Houghton and McLaughlin 
dissented, on the ground that the chauffeur had his master’s 
permission to use the machine, and must be considered in his 
employment at the time of the accident. The five justices 
seem to be unanimous upon the proposition of law that where 
the chauffeur takes the automobile out without the consent 
or knowledge of his master and not upon the master’s busi- 
ness within the scope of his—the chauffeur’s—authority, that 
the master or owner is not liable for accidents that take place. 





OUTHERN agents having been told that their efforts to 
. secure higher commissions should be addressed to the 
companies direct, those in Florida, through their State asso- 
ciation, have asked the companies the series of questions pre- 
sented below: 

First—Are you in favor of increasing the local agents’ compensa- 
tion in this State? 

Second—If so, do you favor an increase in flat commission? 

Third—If so, how much? 

Fourth—Do you look with favor on the contingent plan? 

Fifth—If so, to what extent? 

Sixth—If neither of these meets with your approval, do you favor 
treating us with the same consideration you show your agents in 
Tennessee, Kentucky, West Virginia, the West and Middle West, 
viz.: a graded commission basis of 15, 20 and 25 per cent? 

In the letter which embodies these queries, prompt and 
definite replies are requested, presumably being desired in 
time for discussion at the coming annual meeting of the 
National Association of Local Fire Insurance Agents. If any 
“definite” replies are received, they will doubtless make inter- 
esting reading. 





HILE it is natural for local fire insurance agents to 

wish to increase their incomes, and it is laudable for 

them to try to do so by all proper and fair means, it looks as 
though some of them had allowed their desire for a higher 
commission rate to run away with their good judgment and 
to impair their sense of loyalty. There is a strong suspicion 
that the bill which passed the Louisiana Legislature and 
barely escaped becoming a law, and which provided that 
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companies should pay their Louisiana agents as high com- 
missions as they pay in any other part of the country, was 
instigated by local agents, even though it was attributed to 
the Insurance Commissioner. That the bill failed to become 
a law was a fortunate circumstance for those who promoted 
it under cover, as well as for those agents who did not par- 
ticipate in the scheme, for many of the largest companies 
would undoubtedly have withdrawn from the State had the 
bill been placed on the statute books. The innocent agents 
and the general public would thus have suffered with those 
who inspired the plan. Agents in Seattle, Wash., are said to 
be talking of endeavoring to secure the enactment of a law 
of similar intent to that which passed the Louisiana Legisla- 
ture. If this is true, they should learn a lesson from the nar- 
row escape of their Louisiana brethren. Agents who believe 
that they are not fairly treated as to commissions, should 
take up the matter directly with company managers, who are 
generally reasonable and just, and not attempt to force con- 
ditions by legislative action. The latter is very likely to prove 
a boomerang. 





HE extreme hot weather of the past few weeks has been 
T almost unbearable by those who were compelled to re- 
main among brick walls and congested streets of the cities 
that seemed to reflect the heat with added intensity. Nearly 
every one who could get away deserted the cities and fled to 
the mountains or the seaside in pursuit of refreshing breezes. 
Many were disappointed in this, finding the discomforts of 
hotels and boarding houses exceeding those caused by the 
“torrid wave” in their own homes. The heat has been espe- 
cially severe upon the laboring classes, their wives and chil- 
dren, who are compelled to live in tenement houses with no 
opportunity to breathe the open air except such as was to be 
found in the streets or upon the roofs of the houses they oc- 
cupied. Hundreds of men, women and children have slept 
in the parks or in the streets rather than bake in their illy- 
ventilated rooms. The mortality among children has been 
very great, and a physician of the Health Board estimates that 
nearly one thousand babies will die within a month as a conse- 
quence of the heat and lack of proper nourishment and care. 
But “it’s an ill wind that blows nobody good,” and the pro- 
prietors of summer resorts are reaping an almost phenomenal 
harvest from the crowds that overwhelm them. Their ac- 
commodations are taxed to the limit, and it is a task of mag- 
nitude to feed the hungry crowds that are seeking refuge 
from the heat of the cities. From present indications, it does 
not seem necessary for any summer hotels to burn down at 
the close of the season in order that the insurance money may 
save the proprietors from loss on the season’s business. 





T is anticipated that the forthcoming opinion of the At- 
torney-General of Oklahoma, as to whether or not the 
new anti-trust law applies to fire insurance companies, will 
be favorable to the insurance interests. It would seem that 
only a strained interpretation of the law could render the 
insurance companies amenable to it, and it is to be hoped that 
the Attorney-General will decide that they are not affected 
by its provisions. 
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LAPSES, DEATH LOSSES AND MEMBERSHIP IN ASSESS- 
MENT SOCIETIES. 


HE number of so-called business assessment associations 
has now been reduced to a mere handful, in striking 
contrast to the large number in existence up to ten years ago. 
Many hundreds of these concerns were organized during the 
two decades ending with 1900, which, in the aggregate, paid 
many millions of dollars to beneficiaries, but by their failure, 
left thousands of trusting persons uninsured, and caused dis- 
tress to innumerable families by depriving them of the protec- 
tion they had been led to count upon. It has been a bitter 
lesson for the public to learn that cheap insurance is worse 
than no insurance at all, and a great deal of the blame must 
be laid to the legislatures which permitted such organizations 
to exist. While the business assessment associations have 
almost entirely disappeared, there is yet a vast amount of 
assessment insurance carried through the medium of hun- 
dreds of fraternal orders. These orders still pretend to be 
able to supply life insurance at cost, but the cost is not equi- 
tably distributed, inasmuch as in nearly every case the 
younger members are paying more than the cost of their in- 
surance to make up for the deficiencies of the older. For 
nearly a decade, some of the wiser heads of the fraternal plan 
have been endeavoring to establish a more scientific basis, 
but without any marked degree of success. Several orders 
have increased their rates and readjusted their plans, but in 
no case have they gone far enough, and their efforts may only 
be said to have resulted in a postponement of the day of 
reckoning. At the present time considerable attention is being 
paid to the question by the Insurance Commissioners of the 
various States, with a view to compelling fraternal orders to 
adopt sound methods, and such efforts are being supported 
by the more enlightened fraternal managers. 

About four million certificates of insurance are carried by 
such assessment associations and fraternal orders as are over 
ten years old. Consequently there are many millions of de- 
pendents directly interested in their continued existence. The 
extensive tabulation presented herewith shows clearly that 
these organizations have to contend with a constantly increas- 
ing death rate, which also forces an increased proportion of 
lapses. The table is arranged in four groups, according to 
the age of the societies listed, the first embracing those be- 
tween thirty and forty years of age. In this group the aver- 
age death rate is quite high, an increase being apparent for 
each quinquennium; the lapse rate is abnormal, while the 
membership shows an actual decrease for the last five-year 
period. The condition of some of these orders is precarious 
in the extreme, and would seem to necessitate some radical 
action on the part of the insurance authorities. Group two 
includes societies between twenty-five and thirty years of age 
and repeats the same story of increasing death and lapse rates. 
Of the thirteen organizations listed, seven show a falling off 
in membership for 1907, as compared with 1902. This group 
includes the largest business association, whose economical 
management and careful selection of risks have caused it to 
maintain an apparently prosperous condition. 

The third group takes in eleven societies from fifteen to 
twenty years of age, including the largest fraternal order of 
the country; but in spite of the tremendous increase in mem- 
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Poricy Account. 
¥ | Ratio oF Deatu 
a & MEMBERSHIP. Deatus Occurrinc. | Losses PER 1000. 
NAME AND LOCATION OF COMPANY. | 2.8 1897. 1902. 1907. 
Ed |_ 
= | | 
| Written. |Lapsed. |Written. | Lapsed. | Written. Lapsed.| 1897. 1902. | 1907. 1897. | 1902. | 1907. | 1897.| 1902. | 1907. 
aaa | 
Telegraphers Mut. Benefit, N. Y. City..... 1867 333 176 331 207! 189 255| 4,684 5,204| 55370 51 72 83/13.02| 13.83/15. 46 
N. Y. Physicians Mut. Aid, N. Y. City... .|/1868 146 24 76 28! (fT) (t) 1,451|  1,627| (Tf) 18) 30|  (F) |12.41| 18.44] “(fh 
Southern Tier Mas. Rel., Elmira, N. Y... .|1868 936 494 357 580 184 184} 1,494) 1,560 | 1,457 38 43 28/25 .43| 27.56|19.22 
Expressmens Mut. Benefit Ass’n, N. Y. City|1869 602 706 191 1,481) 389 297| 5,421! 3,065; 3,220 76) 79 31|14.02| 25.78) 9.63 
Free Sons of Israel, New York............ \1871 444| (T) 369] (Tt) | 639 223| 11,500} 10,954; 11,035] (T) (t) gor} (Tt) | th) 27.27 
Insurance Clerks Mut. Ben., N. Y. City. . ./1872 61 31 22 6) 100 88 627 662| 1,031 17 13 17/27.11} 19.64/16.49 
Masonic Life Ass’n, Buffalo, N. Y..... 1872 2,400} 1,320] 1,198 762) 1,822 673} 9,190] 7,440| 10,238 97 118 163|10.55] 15.86\15.92 
Knights of Honor, St. Louis, Mo......... 1873] 10,571} 15,292| 4,093} 4,649 2,396) 2,331) 89,679] 53,580| 26,222] 2,233] 1,637) 1,399/24.90| 30.56]53. 36 
A. O. United Workmen, Buffalo, N. Y.....|1874} 1,511| 1,092] 3,631) ~=—-1,625) 22 890} 26,143] 32,744) 45132 468 564 251|17.83| 17.23|60.72 
Golden Cross U. O. of Knoxville, Tenn... |1876} 5,023) 45252 4,248} 2,590) 2,159} 2,137] 32,983] 26,621| 19,656 319 363 376] 967) 13.64|19.13 
Mutual Benefit Ass’n, Riverhead, N. Y... .|1876 24 6 20 9| 25 13} 1,540] 1,527) 1,494 16 18 31|10.39| 11.79|20.75 
Catholic Knights of Amer., St. Louis, Mo. ./1877/ 1,025] 15740} 1,669) 1,164) 1,484) 1,353 22,878) 23,812) 19,020) 398) 465 454|17.39| 19.53|23.87 
Jewelers League, New York.............. 11877 39 135 109 aol 36 27| 2,297| 2,100, 1,586 38 35 52/16.54| 16.67/33.42 
Kts. and Ladies of Honor, Indianapolis...|1877| 3,384; 6,912] 15,301 5,262| 17,540] 14,377| 66,437) 60,875) 91,532 962 972| 1,416/14.48) 15.97/15.47 
Knights of Pythias, Chicago.............. 11877 9,915| 4,491! 11,348] 6,998) 11,882) 11,680] 15,715] 60,710) 81,121 542 715 goo|1o.48} 11.78|/11.09 
Royal Arcanum, Boston................. |1877 13,299| 6,943] 33,216) 7,480! 12,568) 9,779] 195,105) 245,322/ 240,430) 1.512} 2,546) 3,253) 7.75) 10.04/13.53 
Stafford Benefit Ass’n, Stafford, N. Y..... (1877 16 9 67 31| 25 13 674 665) 727 12 9 14|17.80| 13.54|19.26 
| | 3 e_—_—— — 
Totals and averages (17 companies)..... |---| 49,729] .43,623| 76,246 — 51,460! 44,320] 487,818) 538,468) §18,271| 6,797| 8,161} 8,770 13-93) 15 .15|16.92 
| | | | | | 
| | | | 
Gold and Stock Life Ass’n, N. Y. City... . .|1878 61 43 93 33 55 5° 938| 1,146} 15147 10 15 19|10.66) 13.00|/16.56 
Improved Order Heptasophs, Baltimore... .|1878} 9,098) 2:471| 5,846} 2,607) 9,671) 4,853] 38,256) 52,002| 74,829 292 541 893] 7.63) 10.21|12.07 
K. T. & Masonic Mut. Aid, Cincinnati... .|1878 862 355 572 344 624 993 55367| 8,832| 8,107 85 175 198|15.83| 19.81/24.40 
Scottish Clans, Order of, Boston.......... |1878 825 395| 1,150 448} 1,886 952] 4,335) 7,219] 10,934 31 60 ror] 7.15} 8.31) 9.24 
Iowa Legion of Honor, Cedar Rapids..... 1879 318 669 856 604 366 768} 5,886) 4,204| 3,032 79 66 92|13.42| 15.70|30.34 
Bankers Life Ass’n, Des Moines, Ia....... 1879} 9,851} 2,515] 12,761} 2,851] 26,793] 6,505} 50,419} 89,267| 165,119 294 526} 1,080] 5.83} 5.89] 6.50 
Catholic M. B. Ass’n, Hornell, N. Y...... 1879} 5,086] 1,187] 6,146} 1,660} 3,750) 1,325] 43,628) 60,507) 58,967 421 663 872| 9.65) 10.96/14.79 
Pilgrim Fathers, U. O. of, Lawrence, Mass.,1879] 2,452 540} 1,136 840 614 619] 21,950} 22,336| 18,756 151 305} 366) 6.88) 13.65]}19.57 
Protective Life Ass’n, Rochester, N. Y..... 1880 822 490 455 450 575 550] 3,983} 3,935) 39793 35 55 79| 8.79] 13.98)20.83 
Catholic Benev. Legion, Brooklyn, N. Y...!1881| 4,386} 1,890] 1,057) 2,115 847 733} 46,998] 36,555) 19,037 549 673 543|11.68) 18.41/28.52 
Foresters, Independent Order, Toronto. .. .|1881| 10,137} 7,658] 30,101] 15,478) 36,808) 23,718) 124,685) 205,369))2575267 632] 1,340] 2,124] 5.07| 6.52] 8.26 
National Union, Toledo, O.............. j1881| 4,212} 4,024] 8,319) 4,667) 5,458] 4,532] 46,602! 64,960; 61,099) 368) 638) 797) 7.89} 9.82/13.05 
Knights of Columbus, New Haven, Conn. .|1882| 4,935 503} 3,864) 1,820} 9,142| 1,906) 17,576] 34,586] 63,183 94, 248) 458) 5.35) 7-17] 7.25 
Totals and averages (13 companies)..... -+++] §3,045| 22,740] 72,356) 33,917) 96,589] 47,504] 410,623) 591,918] 745,270) 53,041) 5,305} 7,622) 7.41) 8.96|/10.23 
Knights of the Maccabees, Port Huron... .|1883! 35,952| 15,360] 70,780] 23,792] 25,243| 26,847] 138,663| 285,564) 281,817 606} 1,723] 2,402) 5.03} 6.03] 8.52 
Knights of St. John and Malta, N. Y. City .|1883 432 363 157 311 247 181] 3,788) 2,633) 25325 54 34 36\14.26) 12.91|15.48 
Modern Woodmen, Rock Island, Ill...... .|1883] 64,690} 16,389) 95,875) 50,243] 131,157| 47,565] 259,584) 664,166 880,064 1,033] 3,166) 4,782) 3.98) 4.77] 5.43 
National Provident Union, N. Y. City..... 1883 123| 1,987 232 460 286 424] 3,972| 2,803] 3,768 76 64 73|19.13| 22.83]}19.37 
Prov. Ass’n of Newtown, L. I., Maspeth. . .|1883 II 18 8 25 7 5 473} 438 405 10 10 g|21-14| 22.83|22.22 
Royal League, Chicago, Ilf:.............. 1883! 1,423] 2,844| 2,725) 1,559] 35752| 3,273 15,100] 21,652| 30,692 108 149 237| 7-15} 6.88] 7.72 
Templars of Liberty, N. Y. City.......... 1883 100 242 22 130 603 65| 2,930} 1,141 874 42 39 19|14.33| 34.18|21.74 
Fraternal Mystic Circle, Philadelphia, Pa..|1885| 3,671| 3,065} 2,364; 4,589] 20,739] 3,729] 12,181) 13,501) 31,717 94 182 308|14.38} 13.48) 9.71 
Emp. State Deg. of Honor, Stockton, N. Y.|1886) 1,863 638] 1,968 480 983} 1,245} 5,301; 9,149) 8,243 30 69 96| 5-66) 7.54)11.65 
Protected Home Circle, Sharon, Pa........ 1886} 6,559! 2,367] 13,776] 6,368] 12,928) 8,666 23,652) 48,688 64,515 129} 317 518} 5.45} 6.51] 8.03 
New England Order of Protection, Boston. .|1887} 2,452 540] 2,694) 1,004] 9,212) 2,677] 21,950) 32,028] 51,690} 151/ 280) 478] 6.88) 8. 74) 9-25 
Totals and averages (11 companies)..... .-..| 117,276] 43,813] 90,601} 88,961 205,157| 94,677] 487,594) 1081763|1356110|} 2,423) 6,033 - 497| 5.58) 6.61 
Loyal Assn, Jertey City. «005 2050-5: 1889 446 139 667 218 523) 507! 5,373| 6,874] 7.446 42 66 111 7-81| 9.60\14.91 
American Temperance Life, N. Y. City..../1889] 1,714] 1,057 426 347 382) 1,362| 4,567| 4,268) 7,740 45 51 192| 9.85] 11.95\24.81 
Ladies Cath. Benev. Ass’n, Erie, Pa....... 1890} 8,401 215} 10,309 639| 5,805, 1,068) 32,273] 77,885) 95,745 194 547 819} 6.01| 7.02) 8.55 
Lad. of the Maccabees, Port Huron, Mich. .|1890} 10,986} 3,879} 18,754) 5,888] 5,000] 4,021] 24,049} 89,579] 79,642 95 510} 525 3-95} 5-69) 7.43 
Woodmen of the World (S. C.), Omaha... .|1891| 28,456] 10,499] 53,250] 28,938] 93,724] 32,636] 67,661) 176,028) 389,169] 406) 1,301| 2,639, 6.00! 7.39) 6.78 
Order of the Amaranth, Detroit, Mich..... 1891 203 75 319 112 447 258 742} 1,156) 2,288 3 4 16} 4.04] 3.46] 6.99 
Cath. Relief and Beneficiary Ass’n, Auburn|1893 789 455| 1,156) 405} 1,952 206} 4,077/ 6,994] 10,601 39 73 99| 9-57] 10.44] 9.34 
Foresters, United Order, Milwaukee...... |1893 887 387| 3,194) 1,192} 1,183} 1,609 1,919} 8,006] 12,861 10 42 97| 5-21] 5.25] 7.54 
Ben Hur, Sup. Tribe, Crawfordsville, Ind. .|1894| 6,527] 1,587] 16,985| 8,409] 17,127} 9,110) 13,695) 62,996) 95,927 46 416 774) 3-36| 6.60) 8.07 
Gleaners, Ancient Order of, Caro, Mich....|1894| 2,805 332] 5,943 925} 7,165} 2,952) 5,588) 29,953) 53,274 16} 125} 259) 2.86) 4.17| 4.86 
Columbian Knights, Order of, Chicago, Ill./1895| 2,889 521} 3,067; 1,962} 2,364) 1,734) 4,594] 10,525) 12,149 14 89 126| 3.05} 8.46)10.37 
Court of Honor, Springfield, Ill........... 1895} 17,053] 3,914] 13,018} 4,228] 12,112] 6,719] 24,217) 62,152] 62,074 72} 344) 482) 2.97) 5.53] 7-77 
North American Union, Chicago, Ill....... 1895| 1,664 212| 2,045 985} 1,479] 15159] 2,717| 9,438) 13,541 8 51 I12| 2.94) §.40| 8.27 
Royal Neighbors of America, Peoria, Ill...|1895) 6,910 506] 15,705} 6,267] 24,949] 3,733} 12,120| 69,812| 136,081 36 339 728| 2.97) 4.86] 5.35 
Woodmen Circle, Omaha, Neb........... 1895} (fT) (Tt) 260 213] 15,517| 5,096 949| 48,771| (fF) 10} 321 (T) | 10.54] 6.58 
Fraternal Censer, Cincinnati, Ohio........ l1895 252 77| 1,212 846) 1,243 825 310| 2,516) 3,072) (TF) 12 27| (t)| 4.771 8.79 
Mystic Workers of the World, Fulton, Ill...|1896| 1,612! 270| 7,240; 2,171] 9,003] 2,582] 2,545] 22,685) 45,476 7 107| 254| 2.75) 4.72] 5.59 
International Congress, Detroit, Mich..... 1896 528) 59 890} 1,254 95 189 825) 2,517) 3,032 2 16 13| 2.42) 6.36} 4.29 
Fraternal Union of America, Denver, Col. .|1896) (tT) (t) 7,703} 4,644, 6,047; 4,500] (fT) 22,538! 33,391} (Tf) 153 264) ‘T) 6.79) 7-91 
Totals and averages (19 companies)..... -+e.| 92,322] 22,184 162,243) 69,643] 206,117} 80,866) 207,072/ 666,871|1103285/ 1,035] 4,256 7,858| 5.00} 6.38) 7.12 
| | | 
Grand totals and averages (60 companies)|.. . .| 312,172| 132,860 501,446| 225,423] 559,323| 267,367/1593107|2879020| 3722936] 13,296) 23,755| 33,208; 8.31) 8.25) 8.94 
+ No report. 
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bership, the same trend toward increased death and lapse rate 
is apparent. Group four includes nineteen organizations be- 
tween ten and fifteen years of age, some of which are already 
experiencing an abnormal death rate, while on the whole there 
is manifest the usual tendency to a higher death rate each 
year. Taking the tabulation in its entirety, we find that in 
the past decade the death rate has risen from 8.31 to 8.94 per 
thousand members, while the lapse rate of 42.56 per cent in 
1897 went up to 47.80 per cent in 1907. In the five years 
ending with 1902, the increase in membership was 1,285,913, 
while in the last quinquennium it was 843,916, or 34 per 


cent less. 








“FIRE INSURANCE TOPICS — 





NEW YORK SURVEYS. 


S. H. Lockett, formerly secretary of the National Board of Fire 
Underwriters Committee of Twenty, and at present with the Conti- 
nental and Fidelity Insurance Companies, has outlined in a report to 
President Evans the dangers of a conflagration on the East Side. 
He intimated that while the values in this large territory are not 
great a conflagration starting there might well sweep into the more 
valuable sections, the fireproof constructions on Broadway not as yet 
being sufficient to stop the flames from crossing that thoroughfare. 


The Delaware of Philadelphia has transferred its Brooklyn agency 
to A. H. Lockwood. 

The Agricultural of Watertown has appointed Mott &*Kissam as 
suburban head agents. 

The Fidelity Fire has appointed A. J. Kellock & Co. agents for the 
western districts of Brooklyn, reporting to A. B. Roome, manager 
of the Brooklyn and Long Island department, appointment taking 
place September 1. 

The latest wrinkle in London Lloyds novelties is reported from 
Boston, where a morning paper relates a story of a Water street 
broker offering a citizen a policy against the “Black Hand.” It says 
the citizen, who is an Italian merchant, had received threatening 
letters demanding a deposit of $1000 being left in an out-of-the-way 
place, under pain of a personal or property injury if he failed to 
comply. He informed the police of the threat, and they caused a 
notice of it to be printed. Soon after, a second threat was made in 
a letter which alarmed the merchant. One of his friends told an 
insurance broker of the incident, and the latter proposed, for fifteen 
per cent premium, to insure the person and property of the threatened 
individual against harm. The story ends without mentioning whether 
the offer was accepted or rejected. The proposal opens the way to 
other novelties in Lloyds contracts, so that almost every contingency 
of life can be insured against through this agency. 

Now that the amended rule for the conduct of the branch office 
business takes effect to-morrow, the rumors of inventions to lighten 
the load for the agents begin to multiply. The belief prevails among 
the brokers that methods have been adopted to evade the spirit of 
the obligation regarding contingent commissions. For the benefit of 
those who contemplate new schemes for such evasion, it is proposed 
that the Exchange shall require each company to report the terms 
of contingent contracts with reference to modes and rates of settle- 
ment under the rules. In anticipation of the new methods, the 
Exchange has already sent to every member a circular calling for 
specific information upon several points connected with future deal- 
ings with branch offices. 

It is not at all singular that there is a wide diversity of experience 
in the suburban business since the new association was formed. 
Several managers have informed us that their income is quite up to 
the amount received prior to the association’s birth, and that, too, at 


less expense. But several others realize that in the new shuffle they 
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are losing valuable business; but they attribute their losses to the 
general depression applied to part of the loss and the competition of 
cut rates for the rest. 

By order of the arbitration committee, the manager has addressed 
a pertinent inquiry to each member of the Exchange, requiring them 
to answer whether they allow policies to stand uncanceled when 
premiums upon the same have not been paid within the forty days 
allowed by the agreement; and also whether they permit return 
premiums to be credited without making proper deductions of the 
amount earned during the time policies have run. This is an attempt 
to correct an evil practice by which dishonest brokers have profited 
in the past. 

Agency companies in this city inform us that the remittances by 
agents have materially improved during the past sixty days. There 
are, says one English manager, a certain number of chronic delin- 
quents, who are behindhand from one to three months, but even these 
have been reduced in number since May. By comparison, the slowest 
broker in the city is a paragon of promptness which is worthy of 
imitation. 

Several of the companies interested in the Ampersand Hotel loss, 
several months ago, have been sued for libel, the alleged libel con- 
sisting of a statement made in defense of the claims for loss. The 
owner, having won a verdict against the companies in the suit to 
collect the loss, has now turned his batteries against the insurers. 
There was a conference of the companies concerned last week, in 
which a committee was appointed to take charge of the defense. 

This is the time of the year when requests for subscriptions pour 
in upon the companies from their agents to assist in firemen’s tourna- 
ments, festivals, junkets, etc. The companies are hardened into a 
firm resistance to these demands, and few of them are granted. The 
companies complain that a worse form of subscription is occasionally 
fathered by local boards and paid out of assessments without even 
consultation with the companies. 

James Foster, an insurance broker at 850 Broadway, and formerly 
in the office of Frame, Hare & Lockwood, died on Monday last. 

On August 6, Samuel Gans Company (Edwin W. Wile, resident 
manager) will sell at auction the salvages of William Iselin & Co., 
annex Poncet & Neeser, inventoried at $175,000. The insurance com- 
panies pay the insured a total loss on these goods, and the Samuel 
Gans Company sells them, guaranteeing them perfect. 


BOSTON AND VICINITY. 


The Berkshire Mutual Fire has created the office of assistant 
treasurer, and Robert A. Barbour has been elected to fill that position. 


While there is a difference of opinion as to what the result of the 
fire on the East Boston docks would have been had the fire depart- 
ment had several well-equipped boats to use instead of only one 
rather unwieldy craft, the fire has demonstrated very conclusively 
that the city needs increased protection on the water front. At the 
present time plans and specifications are being prepared under the 
direction of the Boston fire commissioner, who has about $90,000 
available for that purpose, for one or more fire boats. Underwriters 
declare that for ample protection to the city’s water front at least 
two boats are needed; but it is hardly to be expected that $90,000 
will procure more than one boat. The dock system of Boston is a 
very dangerous hazard at the best, and it is, from the land side, very 
difficult of access. 

Several years ago there was installed along the water front and 
down-town business section of Boston proper, a salt water pipe 
system for fire extinguishing purposes. This system has never been 
used, and the pipes have not been tested since they were installed. 
The stationary engines and pumps, to be located at intervals in con- 
nection with the system, have never been installed. The Boston fire 
commissioner, this week, proposes to test the system, using the pumps 
of one of the fire boats for the purpose. The recent experiences in 
Chelsea and East Boston are responsible for the commissioner’s 
action. What this move, relative to the salt-water pipe system will 
bring forth, will be anticipated with more curiosity than anything else. 
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The Underwriters Salvage Company, which has the matter of 
reclaiming the partially burned wool, cotton, etc., at the East Boston 
docks, is still at work, and the prospect of estimating the amount 
of salvage, even approximately, before another week, are very doubt- 
1ul. Officials of the salvage company state that there will undoubtedly 
be more wool than cotton saved. ; 

Fire Insurance Commissioner Carr of Maine has issued a state- 
ment showing the loss by fire in Maine for the six months ending 
June 30. The number of fires for that period is given as 1244, 
against 1085 for the same period of 1907. The estimated value of the 
property affected is $7,191,540, while the estimated damage is placed 
at $2,064,192. Portland contributed fifty per cent of the entire loss 
of the State. 

A prominent visitor to Boston the past week was President William 
J. Dutton, of the Firemans Fund of San Francisco. 


Insurance men generally deeply regret the death of one of Boston’s 
oldest and best known independent adjusters—Isaac J. Brown—who 
passed away a few days ago aged seventy-three. 


The committee of fifteen. representing the Boston Board of Fire 
Underwriters, the New England Insurance Exchange and the Subur- 
ban Board of Fire Underwriters, will meet July 29, to consider how 
the last named, which is a new board, can be conducted so as to be 
of the greatest advantage and work in the greatest harmony for the 
good of the whole. 


NOTES FROM PHILADELPHIA. 


J. E. Hyneman & Co. have been appointed agents of the Empire 
City of New York for Philadelphia and vicinity, succeeding George 
H. Jefford. 

David H. Stone, Jr., has been appointed special agent of the Cos- 
mopolitan Fire of New York for Pennsylvania and New Jersey. Mr. 
Stone was formerly a member of the firm of Stone, Mathews & Co. 
He will make his headquarters in this city. 

Fire underwriters the country over were rather perturbed last week 
following the severe criticism of the fire hose in use in this city as 
a result of the bursting of a few lengths at the recent fire in North 
Second street. Fortunately, however, the facts are entirely at variance 
with the reports which have found their way into print. Chief Baxter 
when interviewed made a vigorous defense of the high-pressure 
service in the congested district, stating that the bursting of the 
sections mentioned was of no significance, being due to the emergency 
use of ordinary 2%4-inch hose in place of the 3%4-inch high-pressure 
hose properly adapted for this service. He declared that there was 
an ample supply of the 3%-inch hose on hand, there being 2500 feet 
of it in reserve, but that the use of the smaller hose was likely to 
occur at any time, when fire engines supplied with it were sent to a 
fire in the high-pressure district. He had experienced no trouble, he 
said, with the regular 3%4-inch hose and did not anticipate any. 


After having had the second agency of the Lumbermens of this 
city about one week, Clarence A. Krouse & Co. have been succeeded 
by William C. O’Neill, who recently lost the second agency of the 
New Hampshire Fire, which he had held for twenty-five years. 


Hertel & Van Roden, a new firm, have been appointed second 
agents of the Commonwealth of New York. 


Assistant Secretary Charles W. Merrill of the Pennsylvania Fire, 
who has filled that position for a long time, has resigned, owing to 
continued ill health. 


To signalize the success of President L. S. Amonson in launching 
the new Peoples National Fire Insurance Company, for which the 
sum of $1,100,000 has already been subscribed, agents and officers of 
the concern had a banquet last Saturday afternoon at the Downtown 
Club in the Bullitt building. The banquet was given by President 
Amonson to the agents, who surprised him by presenting a beautifully 
engraved loving cup from “The Men Behind the Guns.” George F. 
Huntington made the presentation address, to which Mr. Amonson 
responded. Samuel S. Bloom, superintendent of agents, and several 
others made addresses. It was announced that more than $1,100,000 
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worth of stock in the new company had been subscribed, and that 
stockholders had taken options on $600,000 more, leaving only $300,000 
yet to be subscribed out of the total capital and surplus of $2,000,000. 
It is the expectation that active business in writing insurance will be 


started in September. 





THE MIDDLE STATES. 





Death of Greville E. Fryer. 

Greville Edward Fryer of Philadelphia, who had been connected with 
the Insurance Company of North America for thirty-four years, latterly 
secretary and treasurer, died on Monday last, after an illness of four 
months, aged 74 years. He was born in Bath, England, and was the son 
of William Henry Fryer, a surgeon in the British Army. Since coming 
to America, whelt a young man, he has lived in Philadelphia, with ‘the 
exception of a few years spent in New York city. The funeral will be 
held at St. Clement’s Church on Thursday at 11 o’clock. 





THE WEST. 





Ohio Jottings. 
[FRomM OuR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 

George R. Gamble, brought back from California some months ago 
by the Fire Marshal’s Department, has been found guilty at Bellefon- 
taine of burning his mill at Zanesfield in order to secure the insurance. 
Witnesses from Illinois and Colorado towns testified to the fires which 
had occurred in establishments which Gamble had owned. The fire at 
Zanesfield occurred in the fall of 1906, after he had secured $3500 in- 
surance on a flouring mill he had just purchased. After the fire he put 
the collection of his insurance in the hands of a man who makes a busi- 
ness of collecting losses from the companies. This caused the companies 
to begin an investigation, and it was found that he had had numerous 
fires over the country. After being indicted he left the State and went to 
Los Angeles, Cal., where he was found and brought back. 

A stock fire insurance company is being organized in Akron, and it is 
said that $60,000 of the capital has already been pledged. The company 
will be backed by Akron business men, and the investment of capital and 
other funds will be made in that place. For this reason, business men 
are supporting it. 

Agents in various towns over the State report an improvement in 
general business conditions, and this, of course, aids in injecting new 
life into the insurance business itself. While mills and factories have 
not opened up as rapidly as was expected, the trend is in the right di- 
rection, and it is believed that by fall, business will be in much better 
shape than it has been. 

J. Carl Vance of Clarksburg, W. Va., has been appointed general agent 
of the Western Reserve of Cleveland. O. M. C. 

Cleveland, July 27. 





Death of J. Irving Riddle. 

J. Irving Riddle, State agent for the Phenix of Brooklyn, in Indiana, 
was found dead in his bed at the Claypool Hotel of Indianapolis, July 
21, 1908. Mr. Riddle had been in poor health for several years, but had 
recently improved. His death was caused by heart disease. 

J. Irving Riddle was born in September, 1847, and engaged in the in- 
surance business in 1870. He entered the service of the Phenix in 1873. 





—B. F. Collins has resigned his position as State agent for the Royal in 
Missouri. 

—The Ohio German has appointed Jasper E. Wilhelm of Alliance as State 
agent for Ohio, the appointment taking effect after August 1. 


—L. H. Gerrish, a junior member of the Portland (Maine) agency firm of 
Norton, Hall & Webster, died July 14 from the effects of an operation for 
appendicitis. 

—B. B. Weed recently resigned his connection as special agent for the London 
and Lancashire and the Orient in the Northwest, to enter the local agency of 
the Weed-Parker Company of St. Paul, Minn. 

—Fred. M. Garner will succeed J. F. Cobb as secretary of the North State 
Fire of Greensboro, N. C. J. F. Cobb went to San Francisco to take the man- 
agement of the Pacific Coast department of the Dixie Fire. 

—The Williamsburgh City Fire has requested the New York Insurance De- 
partment to examine the company, in order to comply with the requirements of 
the South Dakota Insurance Department, so as to do business in that State. 

—Paul L. Woolston of Denver, Col., insurance examiner, consulting actuary 
and insurance accountant, has moved his offices to 630 Majestic building. Mr. 
Woolston confines his business principally to territory west of the Mississippi 
river. 

—The stock formerly owned by J. R. Hurlbut in the Century Fire Insurance 
Company of Des Moines, Ia., has been bought by Homer A. Miller, and at a 
meeting last week he was chosen a director of the company. Aside from being 
a director in this company, Mr. Miller is also the treasurer of the company, 
president of the Iowa National Bank, vice-president of the Des Moines Savings 
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Rank and trustee of the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company. Mr. 
Miller now has the controlling interest of the Century Fire Insurance Company, 
which confines its business to Iowa. 

—Louis E. Snow, a brother of E. G. Snow, president of the Home Insurance 
Company of New York, died recently at the age of sixty-six at his home in St. 
Louis, Mo. He was a member of the agency firm of Delafield & Snow, leading 
agents of St. Louis, and was prominent in Congregational church circles, as well 
as in the insurance business. 

—H. C. Griffing, formerly rater for the Wisconsin Field Club, has been ap- 
pointed manager of the new Wisconsin Rating Bureau, appointment taking 
effect August 1. This bureau has charge of the entire State outside of Milwau- 
kee, where the rates are made by the local board. The other raters formerly em- 
ployed by the Wisconsin Field Club will also enter the service of the advisory 
trating bureau August 1. 

—During a trip through the Middle West, William E. Fowler, vice-president 
and general agent of the German Union of Baltimore, made the following ap- 
pointments: Geo. M. Cobb & Co. of Indianapolis, as general agents for In- 
diana; Jacob Guthard & Son, Whitbeck Burwell & Chapman, Inc., of Detroit, 
for Southern Michigan. While on his trip, Mr. Fowler visited the leading 
agencies of the company throughout the States under his jurisdiction. 


—At the annual meeting of the Minnesota and North Dakota Fire Under- 
writers, held recently, the following officers were elected: President, L. F. 
Daniel; vice-president, W. J. Haggarty; treasurer, W. M. Higley; on, the 
executive committee, Geo. A. Mowry and W. O. Chamberlin. Walter I. 
Fisher, who had been secretary for fourteen years, but retired because of the 
divorcement of rating from board functions, was presented with a diamond pin. 


—Superintendent of Insurance Jacobo Chavez of New Mexico has issued a 
bulletin warning the public against insuring in unauthorized companies. He sets 
forth that one Gates has been arrested in Roswell for soliciting insurance in the 
Commercial Underwriters of San Antonio, Tex., and has been held under $500 
bond to appear at the next term of court in Chavez county. Indictments against 
John Doe and Richard Roe for soliciting fire insurance for the Mercantile Re- 
ciprocal Underwriters of Fort Worth, Tex., and the Commercial Underwriters of 
San Antonio have recently been returned by the Grand Jury of San Miguel. 
Neither organization is licensed in New Mexico. Commissioner Rittenhouse of 
Colorado has also warned the public against the Commercial Underwriters of 
San Antonio, Tex., which is not licensed in Colorado. In response to an in- 
quiry from Commissioner Rittenhouse, Commissioner Love of Texas is quoted as 
saying that he knows nothing about the Commercial Underwriters of San An- 
tonio. 





THE SOUTH. 





Wingo Act in Arkansas Construed. 

The Supreme Court of Arkansas denied a rehearing to the Attorney- 
General in the tax case of the London and Lancashire. The suit as 
originally instituted was in the nature of a test of the Wingo act, taxing 
corporations entering the State. Upon entering Arkansas the London 
and Lancashire paid, under protest, the tax on the full authorized capi- 
tal, and proceeded to test the law. 

The Attorney-General held that corporations should be taxed on their 
authorized capital, while the corporations claimed that they should only 
be taxed on their paid-up capital. The Supreme Court held that neither 
was correct, and that the proper basis of taxation under the Wingo act 
was the amount of capital subscribed. The Attorney-General then tried 
to demonstrate to the court how easy it would be for the corporations 
to evade this law. The court, however, could not see the matter in 
this way and a rehearing was refused. 





Death of Louis Monrose. 


Louis Monrose of New Orleans, general agent for the Commercial 
Union, Atlas and United Firemens for Louisiana and Mississippi, died 
this week. Mr. Monrose was formerly a resident of New York, where he 
was a member of the firm of Monrose & Mulville, and was active in local 
underwriting affairs. He enjoyed the friendship of many prominent 
underwriters, who will deeply regret to learn of his death. 





Prudential Fire Insurance Company, Knoxville, Tenn. 


Seeking to incorporate the Prudential Fire Insurance Company of 
Knoxville, Tenn., with a capital stock of $25,000, those interested in this 
company have filed application for a charter. The new company expects 
to start business in Knoxville and gradually extend it over Tennessee. 
It is understood that a meeting for organization will soon be held. 





—A new stock fire insurance company is understood to be in process of 


organization at Greenville, S. C. 


—The Piedmont Mutual Fire of Spartanburg has had its license revoked by 
the Insurance Commissioner of South Carolina, on the ground that it is not 
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satisfactorily conducted and does not afford the required protection to its 


policyholders. 
—Hereafter the Southern department of the New Brunswick will be in charge 
of Hughs & Yates of Atlanta. 


—The North British and Mercantile has appointed Ralph E. Hartshorn as 
inspector of sprinklered risks throughout the entire South. His headquarters will 
be in Atlanta. 


—The Blue Ridge Fire has added Mississippi and Alabama to its field of 
operation, and will be represented in these States by Special Agent L. P. Good- 
win of Montgomery, Ala. 


~The question of a receiver being appointed for the Palmetto Mutual Fire of 
Spartanburg, S. C., whose license was recently revoked by Insurance Commis- 
sioner McMaster, was argued before Judge Hydrick, after which Judge Hydrick 
took the papers in the case and reserved decision. 


—The Illinois Central stations at Gracey, Otter Pond and Cerulian Springs, 
Christian county, Kentucky, were burned by ‘night riders.’ Revenge is sup- 
posed to have been the motive for this action, due to the Illinois Central aliow- 
ing the militia to camp on the railroad property at Cobb during a recent dis- 
turbance. 


—Charles M. Jerome of Atlanta has resigned as special agent for the Southern 
department of the Insurance Company of North America in Florida and Ala- 
bama, which position he had held for the past five years, to become assistant 
manager of the new Atlanta department of Dan B. Harris, representing the 
Aachen and Munich and the Security of New Haven for seven States. 


—Robert C. Reid severed his connection with the Seibels Agency in Georgia 
upon his appointment as special agent of the Liverpool and London and Globe. 
For the present his work will comprise the supervision of the field of Sam B. 
Wright, who has been given a six months’ leave by the company on account of 
illness. Mr. Reid will work in connection with State Agent Abrams of Atlanta. 


—C. C. Belk, the receiver for the Houston Fire and Marine, is about to de- 
clare a dividend of fifty per cent. This delay in declaring the above dividend 
is said to have been due to the failure of the New Jersey company to liquidate 
its indebtedness to the Houston Fire and Marine until recently. It is believed 
that upon collection of other funds another dividend will be declared, and the 
receiver seems confident that the Houston will pay out dollar for dollar. 





THE PACIFIC COAST. 





—The North State of Greensboro, N. C., has been admitted to California. 


—After having declared a dividend in January, the Firemans Fund has again 
declared a dividend of $5 per share. 


—The fire insurance agents of Seattle are complaining of alleged discrimina- 
tion made between them and fire agents of other cities in the matter of commis- 
Some time ago a board of Seattle agents appointed a committee with 
instructions to discuss the increase desired with the general agents who have 
their headquarters in San Francisco, but this committee has not met with 
success. The Seattle agents allege that while they are only receiving a com- 
mission of fifteen per cent, agents of Portland and other cities of any size in 
the country are allowed commissions materially higher than those allowed for 
Seattle business. Should the companies fail to meet the agents’ request for 
increased commissions, the plan talked of is to ask the legislature to pass a 
law compelling companies doing business in that State not to discriminate 
against the Washington agents. 


sions. 





MISCELLANEOUS FIRE NEWS. 


The Baltimore=Philadelphia Baseball Game. 


Each year the fire insurance baseball teams of Baltimore and Philadelphia 
meet in one of those cities and contest for supremacy. This is a sort of annual 
reunion of the fire insurance fraternities of the two cities. On July 23 last this 
year’s game was played at Turner’s Oval, Baltimore county, Maryland, the re- 
sult being as follows: 





BALTIMORE. Runs. Hits. PHILADELPHIA. Runs. Hits. 
Piuiter, A.; 30 GREG Dos... v000 OR, ES corde xcaccesnvceencs 1 1 
RRM BUN.) oak eencesnenseasa 0 ES ea ee eas 0 0 
ee ea eee 0 WPI. Cricnecccccnscesctevues 1 1 
Franke, £.f. and Sb... 0.2455 0 De RR Ate ere er tee 0 1 
ee ee eee 0 O} Machado, 1... Sb.6....00.00005 0 0 
ee © Se eee ee 1 BML, Weise wie csevdeccs 0 0 
NI: Giana scceecc: oranen 1 WD WOOO. Seg Gis Scccdes crusts 0 0 
Ditendetiter, ¢.£...<.5006es00es 1 ET CMM ERs cca suiewcceceavoe 1 0 
GORDIE. Rissccctesses cesses 0 Be WaREy Golliccsnccicds cous ccuccuehacts 1 2 

5 6 4 5 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
RPMI 50S Souls ate ara alg Stabe bios & 0 0 0 1 0 0 3 0 o-4 
RINNE ist ohne avedath amc voaacasees 1 S 8 €@ © 8 2 © wes 


After the game the two teams and spectators were entertained at the Madrigal 
Shore on Bear creek, where a dinner was served. 





—The ‘‘Manual of Inspections,” a reference book for the use of fire under- 
writers, has been written by W. D. Matthews and published by The Insurance 
Field Company. Some of the subjects treated therein are classes of buildings, 
exposures, protection, inspections, chemistry, how to safeguard hazards, glossary 
of technical terms, insurance maps, report writing, field notes, miscellaneous 
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The book comprises over 250 


data and tables, and devices and appliances. 
pages of reading matter, diagrams and illustrations, and is bound in leather. 


—The proceedings of the annual meeting of the National Fire Protection 
Association, held in Chicago on May 26-28, 1908, have been published, and make 
an interesting book of 221 pages. 

—Arrangements for entering Canada have been practically completed by Presi- 
dent Nichols of the National of Hartford, and the company will soon receive 
its certificate and commence doing a direct business. For the present its oper- 
ations will be confined to the Western Provinces. 

—The incorporators of the Globe Mutual Fire of Somerset, Pa., have made 
application for a charter. These incorporators are: J. F. Reich, F. W. Biesecker, 
John H. Beerits, W. C. Begley, F. B. Collins, Don M. Kimmell, D. L. Miller, 
Dr. O. L. Shank, S. H. Mills, K. H. Mahaffey and J. C. Reitz. 

—The report of the Missouri Insurance Department covering the operations 
of 1907 of all classes of insurance companies has been published. It is a very 
complete report and comprises over 1000 pages of statistical matter. The Super- 
intendent of Insurance states that of more than sixty town mutual fire com- 
panies which have operated in Missouri during the last ten years but seven 
remain in business, and “most of these will, in my judgment, soon have to 
close up.”’ They are exempt from the general insurance laws, but the legisla- 
ture will be asked to amend or repeal the law under which they operate. 

—A record of business in each of the States and Territories of the United 
States and the Dominion of Canada, by the Joint Stock Fire Insurance Com- 
panies in 1907, and of aggregate business for twenty-eight years, from 1880 to 
1907, inclusive; also the aggregate business in each State for the years 1880 to 
1889, 1890 to 1899, 1900 to 1907, and 1880 to 1907, has been published by The 
Underwriter Printing and Publishing Company. It shows fire risks written, 
fire premiums received, fire losses paid and fire losses incurred in 1907, with 
ratios for each company for 1907 and the aggregate years. 


LIFE INSURANCE TOPICS — 
IN AND ABOUT NEW YORK. 


Darwin P. Kingsley, president of the New York Life, is a passenger 
on the steamship Amerika, due here next Saturday. 














The Eastern Life, organized in New York about a year ago, has 
decided to retire from the field, and is endeavoring to reinsure its 
business. 

Shortly after Superintendent of Insurance Kelsey had resumed the 
hearing of charges of twisting brought by Wilbur H. Pierson of the 
New York Life staff against L. G. Burr, a metropolitan agent of the 
Northwestern Mutual Life, Mr. Kelsey was served with a writ of 
prohibition issued by Supreme Court Justice Goff, returnable July 
29, in Part I., Special Term, restraining him from hearing any further 
testimony until his right to do so has been established. H. A. Powell, 
attorney for the defendant, contends that the proper procedure is to 
have the defendant indicted, tried, and if convicted, his license can- 
celed by the Superintendent of Insurance on the court records. 





BOSTON AND VICINITY. 


The Safe Roads Automobile Association o* Massachusetts has just 
issued its annual report for the year ending May 31. 1908. From it 
are taken the following figures: Number of persons killed by auto- 
mobile accidents, 62; seriously injured, 640. Of the number killed 21 


were in automobiles, 41 were on foot or in other vehicles. Of the 
injured, 240 were in the automobiles. There were 707 collisions, 464 
having occurred during the day and 243 during darkness. Of the 


collisions, 92 were with other machines, 74 were with electric cars, 
99 were with lamp posts and trees, 146 were with other vehicles, and 
296 were with pedestrians. 

Charles W. Gammons of James T. Phelps & Co., Boston, managers 
of the National Life of Vermont, has been elected vice-commodore of 
the Cohasset Yacht Club, one of the most prominent clubs on the 
Massachusetts coast. 





NOTES FROM PHILADELPHIA. 


On Friday last, Judge Sulzberger rendered a highly important and 
far-reaching opinion, depicting the danger of loss to those who take 
out wagering policies of life insurance on persons in whom they have 
no insurable interest, in the case of Thomas J. Winkle, administrator 
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of the estate of Mary E. Winkle, his dead wife, against the Philadel- 
phia Life and William P. Walsh, the dead woman’s uncle. The suit 
was to recover a fund of $8000, the proceeds of two policies paid by 


. the company after the death of Mrs. Winkle on April 27, 1907. Ina 


desire to accumulate shares of stock of the said company, Walsh 
conceived the idea of having policies issued on the lives of a number 
of healthy relatives who were young enough to make the premium 
small. He took an assignment of the stock option from each person 
insured, and succeeded in gathering in 165 shares. There was no 
evidence to show that Walsh had any intention of speculating on the 
death of the persons he insured; in fact, he planned to allow all the 
policies to lapse at the end of the first year, but his niece died before 
that period had passed. The judge says that notwithstanding the 
friendly and affectionate relationship between Walsh and his niece, 
there was no insurable interest held by the defendant in Mrs. 
Winkle, either as a matter of law or matter of fact, and further: 
“He could not be convicted of a desire to gamble in the lives of his 
friends. His actual intent, however, had nothing to do with the case. 
Whenever a man insures one in whom he has no insurable interest, 
the law explains the intent by an irrebuttable presumption, namely, 
that the transaction is a wagering policy. * * * * There is no 
escape, therefore, from the conclusion that these two policies are 
wagering policies, and that the defendant cannot retain the money.” 


George Barbour, an insurance agent of Thorndale, who did business 
in Downington, strangely disappeared last week, after he had told his 
wife that a colored man was shadowing him. Barbour did collecting 
for the Prudential, and with considerable sums of money in his 
possession was compelled to travel in lonely and unfrequented places. 
He is spoken of in the highest terms, and his friends fear that he 
was murdered and robbed. 


The American Mutual Liability of Boston has opened a branch 
office in the North American building, this city, and has appointed 
Donald B. Ward as manager. 

L. D. Deane has been appointed to succeed J. W. Schell as agency 
director of the Commonwealth branch of the New York Life in this 
city. 





THE MIDDLE STATES. 


The Metropolitan Life Insurance Company. 


The present year, 1908, will see completed forty years of the life of 
the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, and will also mark the com- 
pletion of its home office, the largest business building in the world, and 
an ornament to the greatest city on the continent. In commemoration 
of this double event, the company has issued an elegant volume, giving 
an historical sketch of the organization and growth of the company. 
The book is nine by twelve, printed on fine hand-made deckel-edge 
paper and is beautifully bound. It is profusely illustrated with views 
of the various buildings occupied before it became permanently located 
on its present site, and pictures showing how the entire square now 
covered by its monumental building was occupied before the company 
acquired the property. A fine steel portrait of President John R. Hege- 
man adorns the first page, serving as a frontispiece, as well as giving 
a first-class idea of the features of the genial president. There are 
artistic pictures of the interior of the building, showing the various de- 
partments and indicating the colossal work carried on within its walls. 
A noticeable picture is that of the main entrance, or ‘‘Marble Hall,”’ as 
it is termed, which is by all odds the most artistic of any vestibule in 
the city. The typography of the work, done in the company’s own print- 
ing office, is of the highest order, and the binding is substantial and at- 
tractive. The volume is a fitting souvenir to commemorate the birth and 
development of one of the leading life insurance companies of the 
world. 





—The North American Life of Newark has decided to increase its cash 
capital to $250,000. 

—The Prudential will soon issue a monthly income policy which will be in 
the form of annuity paid to the beneficiary every month. The value can not be 
commuted and the policy is intended for those who desire to have a monthly in- 
stalment paid to a beneficiary. The new policy will appeal to many men who 
desire an ample monthly allowance to be paid a beneficiary, but who fear a 
lack of ability to invest to good advantage a large sum, 
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THE WEST. 


—The Philadelphia Life has been admitted to Ohio. 

—The Federal Grand Jury at Chicago has returned three indictments against 
the Rhodus brothers, charging illegal use of the mails. The brothers were re- 
leased on $20,000 bonds. 

—The semi-annual statement of the Kansas City Life shows that on June 30 
the company held admitted assets of $1,036,643, and its surplus, including paid- 
up capital of $100,000, amounted to $151,168. 

—L. Walter Sammis has been appointed manager of the Chicago office of the 
Washington Life, succeeding E. A. Davis. Mr. Sammis has been active in life 
insurance agency association work and was formerly insurance editor of The 
New York Commercial. 

—The H. Lewis Cowles general agency of the Meridian Life and Trust of 
Indianapolis has been located in Greensburg, Ind., for about a month, and has 
written $30,000 of insurance and expects to write $1,000,000 this year. William 
F. Dineen has been appointed superintendent of agents, and Elbert A. Titus 
supervisor of agents. 

—The Modern Woodmen of America is suing James H. Jamison, receiver of 
the First National Bank of Chariton, Ia., and L. O. Murray, Comptroller of 
the Currency of the United States, in the sum of $420,755. The action grows 
out of the insolvency of the First National Bank of Chariton, a depository of 
the Modern Woodmen. 

—At the regular meeting of the board of directors of the Kansas City Life, 
held on July 15, 1908, it was decided to incorporate in all policies hereafter 
issued a clause granting a grace of thirty days, during which the insurance will 
remain in full force, to apply to all premiums except the first. The new regu- 
lation will also apply to all policies now in force. 





—The International Life Insurance Company has filed articles of incorporation 
at St. Louis. The capital stock is to be $250,000. J. L. Babler will be president 
and manage the company. A temporary board of directors has been chosen 
consisting of John B. Denvir, Jr., H. K. Wagner, W. H. Garanflo, E. A. Babler, 
Theodore Miller, J. Edward Cowan, Walter S. Dickey, J. A. Babler, Harry M. 
Rubey, Joseph McCoy and ©. A. Wall, Jr. 

—Rupert F. Fry is promoting the Old Line Life Insurance Company of 
America, with headquarters at Milwaukee, Wis. The company will have a capital 
stock of $1,000,000, and intends to write non-participating business only. Mr. 
Fry has been engaged in the life insurance business for many years, and the 
platform laid down for the organization of this new company is conservative 
enough to result in a thoroughly sound and well-balanced organization. 


—Fred W. Fleming, secretary of the Kansas City Life, who enjoys the sobriquet 
of colonel, was a delegate to the Democratic national convention at Denver and 
also served as a member of the Democratic national committee for the State of 
Missouri. “General” J. B. Reynolds, president of the Kansas City Life, mean- 
while was proud to put forth a good semi-annual statement for the company, 
showing substantial gains. Its assets on June 30 amounted to $1,036,643, with a 
surplus of more than $151,000, while the insurance in force now exceeds $16,000,000. 


—The Ladies of the Maccabees of the World will celebrate their sixteenth 
anniversary on October 1, having been organized on October 1, 1892. Their 
growth has been rapid, and they now stand among the nine largest fraternal 
beneficiary societies of North America, ranking highest in point of numbers, 
financial strength and benefits given, of all the orders composed entirely of 
women. To fittingly commemorate the founding of their great organization, 
the members are planning meetings and entertainments, the proceeds of which 
will be devoted to the national hospital and home for the old and sick and 
needy among their members. 





THE SOUTH. 


The Guarantee Life Insurance Company. 

The Guarantee Life Insurance Company of Houston, Tex., which began 
business on September 1, 1906, is making very satisfactory progress. 
During 1907 the company’s total income amounted to $152,510. Between 
September 1, 1906, and the end of that year, $816,500 was written, and 
during 1907 a gain was made of $4,572,350 insurance, giving the company 
at the end of 1907 $5,388,850 insurance in force. At December 31, 1907, 
the admitted assets were $140,331, and the admitted surplus to policy- 
holders $116,134. John H. Thompson, vice-president and general man- 
ager, and Chas Boedeker, secretary, are pushing the business of the com- 
pany by means of liberal agency contracts and an attractive line of 
policies. The company operates in Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Ala- 
bama and Georgia. 





—The Tennessee Life of Nashville has completed organization by the election 
of Dr. J. C. Franklin, president; R. A. Henry, first vice-president; W. E. Nel- 
son, second vice-president and secretary; James D. Mears, assistant secretary; 
J. H. Zarecor, general counsel; H. L. Fox, treasurer, and Dr. J. M. Coyle, 
medical director. The company’s headquarters are in the Stahlman building, 
Nashville. 

—The Massachusetts Mutual Life announces the consolidation of its agency 
for Oklahoma with that for Arkansas. This necessitates the transfer of the 
office at Oklahoma City to Little Rock, Ark. A partnership has been formed 
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by John H. Owen, at present general agent at Oklahoma City, with Colonel A. 
S. Fowler, for many years the company’s representative at Little Rock, Ark., 
under the firm name of Fowler & Owen, general agents. Their territory will 
embrace the State of Arkansas and a goodly portion of Oklahoma. 


—The Southwestern Life of Dallas reports $3,039,000 business written during 
February, March, April, May and June, 1908, which is $1,531,000 increase over 
what was secured during the same period in 1907. President Henry D. Lindsley 
is now sending a monthly bulletin to each director and stockholder of the com- 
pany, keeping them informed as to the progress he is making. The company 
has completely eliminated every feature which might be construed as a “scheme,” 
and confines itself strictly to legitimate insurance contracts. Among the recent 
excellent appointments made in the field is that of Captain A. J. Brown of 
Dallas, who is one of Texas’ best-known citizens. For seventeen years he was 
the State representative of one of the Eastern companies, and built up a large 
business of the very highest class. 





MISCELLANEOUS LIFE NEWS. 





Life Convention Programme. 


Everything is astir at the convention headquarters of the National 
Association of Life Underwriters, in the Hotel Alexandria, Los Angeles. 
The spirit of enterprise and hospitality for which the place is noted is 
showing itself to a marked degree, and augurs well for the success of the 
convention. Following is a list of those who have, up to this time, ac- 
cepted invitations to speak at the business meetings and at the various 
banquets which will be held: 

Mayor Harper of Los Angeles, address of welcome; Geo. I Cochran, 
president Pacific Mutual Life, welcome from California insurance in- 
terests; Frank G. Tyrell, prominent Los Angeles attorney, address; J. 
Edward Myers, A&tna Life office, Minneapolis, address; John F. Roche, 
second vice-president Pacific Mutual Life, address on legislation; E. 
Myron Wolf, State Insurance Commissioner for California, address; John 
P. Irish of San Francisco, national character and distinguished orator, 
address; Charles Jerome Edwards, president National Association of 
Life Underwriters, address; E. H. L. Gregory, general agent Astna Life 
at San Francisco, address; A. B. Harris, member San Francisco Life 
Underwriters Association, address; John C. Piver, of San Francisco, 
editor Underwriter’s Report, address; F. E. McMullen, past presi- 
dent National Association of Life Underwriters, toastmaster. 


The convention programme, as now arranged, is as follows: 


Monday—Arrival of delegates at Los Angeles, 10 A. M.; meeting of 
National Association executive committee at convention headquarters, 
Hotel Alexandria, at 1 P. M. 

Tuesday—Business session, Hotel Alexandria, 9 A. M.; depart on 
special train for Long Beach, 8:30 P. M.; reception and ball at Hotel 
Virginia; refreshments. 

Wednesday—Business session, Hotel Alexandria, 9 A. M.; luncheon to 
ladies at City Club, 12:30 P. M.; automobile drive through Los Angeles, 
4 Pp. M. 

Thursday—Business session, Hotel Alexandria, 9 A. M.; to continue 
until finished; election of officers and selection of next year’s convention 
meeting place; special train to Long Beach, 3:15 P. M.; Naples, boat 
and gondola ride, Alamitas, Bay City, Sunset, Huntington, Newport and 
Balboa; banquet at Hotel Virginia, 8 P. M. 

Friday—San Pedro, 9 A. M.; San Pedro for Catalina Island, 10 A. M.; 
luncheon, 1 P. M.; return to Los Angeles, 11 P. M. 

Saturday—Automobile ride through orange groves and Pasadena, 9 
A. M.; Mount Lowe; refreshments at the summit, among the snowdrifts; 
special train for Del Monte and San Francisco over the picturesque 
Southern Pacific coast line. 





The Successful Agent. 


The monthly bulletin of the Fidelity Mutual Life Insurance Company reviews 
the above-named work as follows: 

“The Successful Agent,” by William Alexander (published by The Spectator 
Company, 135 William street, New York. cloth binding, $2; flexible leather, $2.50), 
is worth, to any agent who will take the time to carefully read and study it, 
hundreds of dollars. The book is not designed for any particular company, but 
is intended to present the practical knowledge acquired by thirty years of ex- 
perience in “what every agent must know,” the principles involved, and the 
best methods employed in interesting people in the subject of life insurance. 
Every company, so far as the laws permit, has adopted special features, modeled 
its policy contracts accordingly, and issued rate books and prospectuses for the 
enlightenment of its agents, but there is a scope of general information covered 
by such a book as “The Successful Agent” that is invaluable, not only to the 
beginner who has all to learn, but to the experienced, successful agent who is 
capable of extracting from the record of thirty years’ experience many points 
with which he can supplement his own methods to his pecuniary advantage. The 
man who has selected field work as a calling will make an investment of great 
value by securing and mastering the book. 





—Benj. F. Brown of Boston has issued the twenty-first annual edition of his 
work entitled ‘“‘Essential Statistics of Twenty-Seven Representative Life Com- 
panies.’” A very interesting introduction deals with the developments of the 
business in 1907. The figures presented are deserving of the most careful con- 
sideration. 

—John M. Taylor, president of the Connecticut Mutual Life, has prepared an 
instructive paper on ‘‘The Medical Examiner in Life Insurance: What is his 
legal relation to the company he represents; his legal duty under his commission 
as an examiner in the field?” The paper deserves careful study, as it shows 
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by numerous legal citations that “the medical representative has been forced 
from an advisory function, from a simple refereeship as to a company’s risks, 
into a clear corporate relation in the underwriting of policies; his acts have be- 
come those of his principal, and the company is bound by them within the scope 
of his authority.’ 


—Frederick A. Betts, receiver of the National Life Association, has filed his 
final report, which shows that there is $11,950.86 on deposit in New York, 
which will be transferred to Connecticut upon the payment of legal claims there 
amounting to $2,572.94. The amount on hand in Connecticut is $29,396, and the 
total amount on hand is $41,346.86. The claim of the receiver for his eight years 
of service is $16,000, besides which there is a legal claim for $6,085.61. There are 
about 6700 creditors, and the estimated expense of sending out checks to them, 
etc., is placed at $800. If the report is approved by the court a dividend of 6.62 
per cent will be paid to the creditors. 
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Liability Underwriting. 

In the adress delivered in the Yaie insurance course, the qualifications 
required of the liability underwriter are giver as a builder, an engineer, 
an architect, a manufacturer of almost every product, a miner, a mer- 
chant, an all-round mechanic, and a superficial understanding of these 
various pursuits is not enough. He should bring to bear on his work a 
well-disciplined mind, a taste for mechanics and the habit of rapid and 
accurate observation. He should also be a student of sociological ques- 
tions, and particularly of the relations between employer and employee, 
or capital and labor and of the combinations and the organizations of 
both. 

In these days of specialists, an architect or builder will confine him- 
self to one class of work in order to turn out the best results. Similarly 
with other industries, but the liability underwriter has not time to be- 
come a specialist in one line, but must have more than a superficial 
knowledge of eight or more distinct occupations which he can by his 
well-disciplined mind turn to practical account in summing up the 
value, from an underwriting standpoint, of each risk presented for his 
judgment. 

The profits made in any successful business by a man as well equipped 
as is required of a liability underwriter are generally larger than the 
salaries paid to these important officers. The supply of the material 
coming up to the necessary standard is far below the demand, and the 
result is seen in the difficulty of any new voyager in the unknown seas 
of liability underwriting finding a pilot to steer clear of the rocks and 
whirlpools. The dangers are brought home only after an experience 
like the pilot who claimed to know every shoal in the harbor, and on 
running his vessel aground and being reminded of his boasted knowl- 
edge, remarked ‘‘Oh, yes, this is one of the shoals.’’ 

The older companies have done much to overcome the almost impos- 
sible task of finding men equal to the requirements for a liability under- 
writer by a combination of counsellors who may have before them the 
record of several years past of the risk under review, and the report of 
the claim adjuster upon the moral hazard, as shown in the investiga- 
tion and adjustment of losses, from which a rate is agreed upon and 
published to the local agent. Here, however, another requirement of 
the liability underwriter is called into play. The agent cannot renew at 
the rate demanded, the premium is large, the influence of the risk is 
great, other policies will be lost with it, and other equally good com- 
panies are ready and willing to renew at last year’s rate or better. 
Here the underwriter must have a nerve of steel, a heart of stone, and 
the wisdom of a Solomon. He must intuitively know whether to main- 
tain his rate, to ignore the pocket of the needy agent, and to credit or 
not the allegations as to lower rates. His judgment once taken cannot 
be recalled. He is like the student in viva voce examination who gave 
a reply to a physician and later tried to correct it. The examining physi- 
cian drew out his watch, saying, ‘‘Too late, young man; your patient by 
this time would have been dead two minutes.’”’ The risk is lost beyond 
recall. 





Empire State Surety Revises Liability Policies. 

The Empire State Surety has issued an entirely new line of liability 
insurance policy forms, which have been arranged with special care as 
to brevity and clearness of expression. They are also arranged to pro- 
vide automatically for the varying conditions attaching to individual 
risks, so that the use of riders and endorsements is reduced to a 


minimum. 

The schedule describing the risk to be covered is so arranged as to 
cover one or more interests, as may be required, and for one year or 
three years without use of a rider or endorsement, and the basis upon 
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which the premium is to be computed is clearly set forth. The limits of 
the company’s liability for losses and the expenses and other charges to 
be assumed by the company are also set forth in the schedule in such 
manner as to make definite provision for the services to be rendered. 

The language of the policy itself is, of course, to give full effect to 
the several features of the schedule to which we have referred, and 
recognizing the fact that the insuring clause has been held by the courts 
to dominate the contract, the company has given particular attention to 
this feature of the policy. The first section of this clause covers loss 
from liability for damages growing out of death or bodily injury, while 
the second section provides for the defense of all suits, whether ground- 
less or not. 

In the shop form or manufacturers employers’ liability policy the 
covering extends to drivers, if enumerated in schedule, and to sales- 
men, collectors and messengers whose compensation is included in the 
schedule wherever they may be in the service of assured, and provision is 
made for covering ordinary repairs and renewal of existing mechanical 
equipment, which features are not usually covered under such policies. 

In the teams’ policy the schedule defines the limits of insurance and 
fixes the basis of premium, with or without loading and unloading, which 
feature is covered automatically under the insuring clause by simply 
providing premium for it in the schedule, and without the use of rider 
or endorsement, and the use of blacksmiths’ and family endorsements is 
likewise unnecessary, because these features are covered in the policy, 
and in the second section of the insuring clause of the teams’ policy pro- 
vision is also made for the defense of suits brought to determine the 
assured’s liability for damage done to property of others not in his 
custody. 

Clause A of the special agreements of the policy confirms the limits of 
liability on the part of the company as set forth in the schedule, and 
provides further that, in addition to these limits, the company will pay 
such medical expenses as are provided for in the policy, any expenses 
which it may incur in defending any suit under the policy, including 
costs taxed against assured by the court, and interest accruing after 
entry of judgment upon such part of the judgment as shall not be in 
excess of the limits provided for in the schedule. This is a very broad 
extension of the covering commonly found in liability policies, and adds 
largely to the value of the policies. 

Clause B sets forth in plain and unequivocal language what is not 
covered by the policy, and it will be noted that where the company has 
issued a concurrent teams’ policy, accidents happening to drivers en- 
gaged in other duties than driving will be covered under the employers’ 
liability policy, although the wages of such drivers are not included in 
the estimate of wages in the employers’ policy. It may also be noted 
that the wages or salary or drawing account of the assured, whether an 
individual or partnership, need not be included in the estimate of wages, 
and that the salary paid to the president, vice-president, secretary or 
treasurer of a corporation insured likewise need not be included. 





The Favor of Corporate Surety. 


W. R. Fulton, county judge of Fillmore county, Neb., in a letter re- 
cently written to the United States Fidelity and Guaranty, gives some 
very good reasons why, in his opinion, corporate surety should be 
favored above all other forms. The judge says in part: 


My preference in this matter is, I think, founded upon the most sub- 
stantial of reasons, particularly where the funds to be conserved are 
in the hands of guardians whose trust endures, in many instances, for 
long terms of years and whose bonds are seldom renewed. 

One of the chief duties of a probate judge is to see that bonds are 
kept gocd. The importance of this function cannot be over-estimated. 
In every county of considerable population there are many thousands of 
dollars held in trust for the insane and incompetent, and the guardian- 
ship created to-day may last fifty years if both guardian and ward are 
long-lived. In the vaults of almost all county judges are many bonds 
absolutely worthless on account of the death or removal of the obli- 
gators. 

There should be an ironclad system for the purpose of securing abso- 
lute regularity in the filing of reports. In the latter effort an official 
is enormously aided by having his guardianship and other bonds fur- 
nished by reliable bonding companies. The local agent for the security 
company notifies the guardian that his bond has expired, and keeps 
punching him up until he reports and secures a renewal. If the guar- 
dian or administrator complains and objects to an annual report and 
strict inspection of his bond, remove him and appoint in his stead an 
officer of the court who will obey its mandates. 





Wisconsin Bankers’ Convention. 


At the fourteenth annual convention of the Wisconsin Bankers As- 
sociation, held at Milwaukee on July 15, George D. Bartlett, chairman 
of the committee on burglary and indemnity insurance, made a report 
showing the growth of the insurance department of the association. 
Mr. Bartlett reported burglary insurance written last year, $278,500; 
this year, $554,500. Fidelity bonds written last year, $314,500; this year, 
$579,000. Total business. placed last year, $593,000; this year, $1,133,500. 
Total premiums collected last year, $1,587.31; this year, $3,349.43. 


This gain of 100 per cent over the business of the preceding year is an 
evidence of the increasing interest in the work that the Wisconsin State 
Bankers Association is doing in the line of indemnity insurance. Similar 
insurance departments have been started by the associations of bankers 
in the following States: Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Indiana, Iowa, 
Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, New Jersey, New York, North 
Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas and Wis- 
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consin, while Illinois and other States are considering the question at 
this time. 

A new form of bank burglary policy was deemed very essential for 
policyholders, and the fact that no two of the fifteen or more burglary 
insurance companies issued the same form of policy seemed to warrant 
the association in asking the Wisconsin Legislature to enact a standard 
form of policy for burglary insurance, as had been done in the case of 
fire insurance policies. 





Treasury Department’s Latest List. 

The Treasury Department at Washington has issued the following list 
of companies to be accepted on Federal bonds, revised to June 30. Sev- 
eral trust companies, accepted only in one or two districts, have been 
omitted from this list. 
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American Bonding, Baltimore..............++ $500,000 $253,080 75,308 
American Fidelity, Montpelier ............... 250,000 63,357 31,336 
American Surety, Mew York. ...5.0000.ccc000- 2,500,000 2,253,763 475,376 
/®tna Indemnity, Hartford .................. 500,000 93,590 59,359 
Bankers Surety of Cleveland ................. 500,000 70,649 57,065 
Citizens Trust and Guaranty, Parkersburg.... 350,000 93,463 44,346 
Commerce Trust, Kansas Cit SSS be eee see owns 1,000,000 54,116 105,412 
Empire State Surety, New York.............. 500,000 249,227 74,927 
Federal Union Surety, Indianapolis........... 300,000 4,926 33,493 
Fidelity and Casualty, New York..... 1,000,000 1,305,154 230,515 
Fidelity and Deposit, Baltimore ....... 2,000,000 2,393,023 439,302 
Guaranty Trust and Banking, El Paso... 300,000 24,428 $2,443 
SNES TTEES, CONE oc vo snsrescccpesecasnsse 250,000 406 31,841 
Massachusetts Bonding and Ins., Boston..... 500,000 230,726 73,073 
Metropolitan Surety, New York.............+ 250,000 50,783 30,078 
National Surety, NOW VWOtKicicnccccevevccces. 500,000 136,277 103,628 
Pacific Surety, San Francisco...............+: 250,000 121,675 37,167 
Pennsylvania Surety, Harrisburg ............. 250,000 63,325 31,332 
Peoples Surety, Brooklyn ..............seeee0 250,000 149,010 39,901 
Southern Surety, Oklahoma ‘City ............. 400,000 41,100 44,110 
Title Guaranty and Surety, Scranton......... 800,000 511,191 131,119 

United States Guarantee, New York.......... 250,000 264, 51, 
United States Fidelity and Guar., Baltimore.. 1,700,000 218,401 191,840 
United Surety, Baltimore ..........sesscceceee 500,000 113,661 61,366 





The Appointment of H. H. Behse. 

Many in the casualty line, and particularly in the accident and health 
branches of insurance in New York and vicinity, will regret that H. H. 
Behse, assistant superintendent of the accident, health and physicians’ 
liability departments of the Fidelity and Casualty, has resigned, and 
will leave this section to accept another position. His many New York 
friends will, however, be somewhat compensated for his leaving by 
the knowledge that his many years of faithful service with the Fidelity 
and Casualty have been rewarded with a position of greater responsi- 
bility, and after August 1 he will be the general superintendent of the 
United States Health and Accident Company of Saginaw, Mich. Mr. 
Behse has been with the Fidelity and Casualty for nineteen years, dur- 
ing thirteen of which he has been assistant superintendent of the acci- 
dent, health and physicians’ liability departments. Mr. Behse has been 
a very close student of every phase of accident and health underwriting, 
and during his long experience has been instrumental in furthering many 
of the progressive features contained in the present form of policy. 
Time will undoubtedly prove the wisdom of selecting Mr. Behse for 
general superintendent of the United States Health and Accident. 





Railroad Accidents tn 1907. 

According to the report of the Inter-State Commerce Commission for 
the year ending June 30, 1907, the total number of persons injured on the 
railways for that year was 122,855, of which 11,839 were killed and 
111,016 injured. The casualties are classified as follows: Trainmen, 
2587 killed and 40,755 injured; switch tenders, crossing tenders, and 
watchmen, 169 killed, 1091 injured; other employees, 1828 killed, 45,798 
injured. In coupling and uncoupling cars 308 employees were killed and 
4353 injured. 

The number of passengers killed is reported as 610, and injured 13,- 
041. During 1906 359 passengers were killed and 10,764 injured. The 
total number of persons other than employees and passengers killed was 
6695; injured, 10,331. 

The figures indicate that one employee in every 369 was killed, and one 
in nineteen injured. Of trainmen, one in every 125 was killed and one in 
eight injured. During 1907, one passenger was killed in every 1,432,631 
carried, and one injured for each 67,012 carried. The 1906 figures show 


74,131 carried. 
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Nelson D. Sterling’s Advancement. 

Nelson D. Sterling, former manager of the plate-glass insurance de- 
partment of the Attna Indemnity, has been elected an assistant secre- 
tary and placed in charge of the casualty departments of the company, 
which consist of burglary, plate glass, accident and health and will have 
charge of all agency matters. Mr. Sterling is a casualty underwriter of 
recognized ability who has had seventeen years’ experience. He has 
been very successful with the Altna Indemnity, where he has been for 
two years, and there is every reason to believe that the company’s wel- 
fare will be materially advanced through Mr. Stegling’s well-deserved 
promotion. 





The Recreation Season. 

The number of accident claims which originate in various forms of 
recreation is well illustrated by the experience of the Travelers Insur- 
ance Company for the first fifteen days of July. During that time the 
company received notice of thirteen deaths, involving claims aggregating 
$65,700, of which $12,700 represent accumulations under the accumulation 
clause in the company’s policies. 





Casualty Notes 

—The Merchants Life and Casualty of Minneapolis has been licensed. 

—The American Casualty of Reading, Pa., is preparing new accident and 
health policy forms, which will be ready about September 1. 

—The Philadelphia Casualty has appointed the Davis, Hinig, Farley Company 
as agents in Cleveland for Cleveland and Cuyahoga county. 

—J. B. Bray has been appointed Chicago manager of the United States Health 
and Accident, and larger offices have been secured in the Hartford building. 

—The New Amsterdam Casualty has established a depository department at 
San Francisco, where a sum of ready cash will be held for the prompt payment 
of claims. 

—The Anchor Casualty, which was organized at Neenah, Wis., and later moved 
to Wisconsin, has been purchased py new interests, and its offices have been 
moveu to Wansau. 

—The United States Health and Accident has issued a new policy which costs 
$2 per month for the first three months and $1.50 a month thereafter, with the 
policy fee eliminated. 

—The Pacific Mutual Indemnity of Los Angeles is preparing to increase its 
capital to $250,000. It has definitely decided that the company will not enter 
the liability insurance field. 

—G, H. Brown, executive agent and adjuster in the credit department of the 
London Guarantee and Accident in Chicago, has been appointed general ad- 
juster of the credit branch of the Philadelphia Casualty at the home office. 


—Horace B. Meininger, secretary and general manager of the German Com- 
mercial Accident of Philadelphia, is on an extended trip through Ohio, Michi- 
gan and the West. Announcements of importance in the way of agency appoint- 
ments may be looked for. 

—The American Casualty Company of Tacoma, Wash., has moved its head 
office to Seattle. About half the $250,000 capital has been paid in. Monthly 
premium business is being written now, but regular commercial accident and 
health policies will be issued later on. 

—The Board of Casualty and Surety Underwriters will hold its annual conven- 
tion at New York on October 20. The committee on arrangements consists of 
David W. Armstrong, Jr., of the National Surety; Edson S. Lott of the United 
States Casualty, and William T. Woods of the Lloyds Plate Glass. 

—The Federal Casualty of Detroit reports the present outlook far better than 
for a year past. Its agents are enthusiastic and are reinstating a large number 
of policies which were lapsed because of lack of employment, and are meeting 
with success in placing new business. The first six months of the year showed 
good net results, but prospects for remainder of the year are fine. 

—The new semi-commercial policy of the Pennsylvania Casualty Company, the 
“preferred disability,” which is an excellent contract for little money, and is 
sold on the monthly payment plan, fills a long-felt want and reaches a large 
class of people whose occupations entitle them to a regular commercial dis- 
ability policy, but who feel they cannot afford the large annual premium. 

—A representative of the German Commercial Accident of Philadelphia had a 
renewal premium list of $391.40, covering fifty-one premiums falling due in June. 
He has just been able to report on the last case falling due in that month, and 
the result is $378.90, covering fifty premiums collected and paid over in cash 
to the company. This kind of work speaks well for the prospects of this grow- 
ing company. 

—On July 15 the Pennsylvania Casualty began issuing physicians’ defense 
policies which provide indemnity as follows: Against loss from liability im- 
posed by law upon the assured for damages on account of bodily injuries fatal 
or non-fatal suffered by any person or persons in consequence of alleged error 
or mistake or malpractice occurring in the practice of the assured’s profession, 
and against loss from liability imposed by law upon the assured for damages 
fatal or non-fatal suffered by any person or persons in consequence of alleged 
error, mistake or malpractice by an assistant in the assured’s employ while 
acting under the assured’s instructions, and against all expenses and costs of 
defending any civil suit or suits for recovery of such damages. 
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fiaency Wants. 


Company Representation Wanted. 











WANTED ar once 








A Few EXPERIENCED Stock 
Salesmen for Special 


Work 


IT WILL PAY YOU TO INVES: 
TIGATE THIS PROPOSITION 





Address “P. F. N.,” 
Care of The Spectator, 
P. O. Box 1117, 
New York City, N. Y. 








A Few Good Contracts for Special 
Work are offered to expert 
field organizers. 

Apply at once. 


Guaranty Mutual Life Insurance Company 


PERRY BUILDING, PHILA., PA. 














WANTED—A few experienced Life Insurance Stock salesmen 
who can furnish gilt-edge references, to place stock fora 
Million Dollar Company. The first of its kind to organize in 
its respective State. Address R., care of The Spectator 
P. O. Box 1117 New York City, N. Y. 








COLUMBIAN WOODMEN CO 


J. Cheston King, M.D. J. G. St. Amand 
Counselor: Hon. Hoke Smith 


FULL PROTECTION AGAINST 


Death, Disability and Partial Disability from Accident or Disease 
under One Contract. 


Lloyd T. Binford 
Gen’i Clement A. Evans 





Accumulates a Surplus from Scientific Rates for Permanent Protection. 





UNEQUALLED OPPORTUNITY for Agents to place an Exceptional 
Contract at Moderate Rates. 


‘“ WRITE FOR PARTICULARS AT ONCE 
OPPORTUNITY for managers and solicitors for the 
latest and approved plan of industrial insurance. Will 


give liberal renewal contract. Call or write 809 Mutual 
Life Building, Buffalo, N. Y. 











An interesting proposition to those carrying 


FRATERNAL INSURANCE 


Liberal Commission to Agents, 


AMERICAN SERVICE UNION, 253 Broadway, N. Y. City 














Experienced party with best of references is open for en- 
gagement by a reliable Fire Insurance Company as a special 
agent for Western New York, Northern Penna. and Ohio. 
Address “Conservative,” care of The Spectator, P. O. Box 
1117, New York City, N. Y. 





The agency of one or more Fire Insurance Companies is wanted for 
this City and State. Iam well and favorably known and control de- 
sirable business, which can be greatly increased through representation 
of conservatively conducted companies. 


JULES A. GAUCHE, 


904 Gravier Street, New Orleans, La. 








Reporting and Hdjusting Companies. 


THE HOOPER=-HOLMES INFORMATION BUREAU 
87 NASSAU STREET, - _NEW YORK CITY 
INSPECTION DEPARTMENT 

This Bureau, through its inspectors and local correspondents, is prepared to make prompt and 
ar inspections and investigations of applicants, claims, agents, and medical examiners, for 
life and accident companies at all points throughout the U.S.and Canada. We offer exceptiona] 
facilities for service of this character, having over one million records on file tor reference. We 
have recently acquired the business of the Holmes Mercanti of New York, thus adding 
materially to our facilities, Blanks for reports furnished on application. No contract or sub- 


scription ired, bills being rendered monthly. 
W .DE M. HOOPER, Presidert BAYARD P. HOLMES, Vice-President 














Prominent Agents and Brokers. 








ERCY B. DUTTON NEW YORK STATE MANAGER 


FOURTH FLOOR WILDER BLDG. ROCHESTER, N. Y. 
Humboldt Fire Insurance Co., of Pittsburg, Pa. 

Assets, $787,555.41 Surplus to Policyholders, $460,804.17 
Teutonia Fire Insurance Co., of Pittsburg, Pa. 

Assets, $792,496.07 Surplus to Policyholders, $481,906.29 





RWIN & GRIFFIN, NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
General Agents, Louisiana and Mississippi. 
Delaware Fire Insurance Company of Delaware. 
National Lumber Insurance Company of Buffalo, N. Y. 
Adirondack Fire Insurance Company of New York. 
Lumber Insurance Company of New York. 
City of New York Insurance Company. 
Frankfort Marine and Accident Insurance Company of Germany. 
New York Plate Glass Insurance Company of New York. 


ARRY M. COUDREY AGENCY CO. Correspondence Solicited 
General Insurance Agentsand Brokers 1326-1346 Pierce Building, ST. LOUIS 
Commissions Paid Non-Resident Agents and Brokers. Long Distance Telephones 
Representing: 
Norwich Union, Hamburg-Bremen, Philadelphia Underwriters, Fideli Oricnt, New 
Hampshire, Austin, Ohio German, Conn., Springfield x of England, 


Pheeni 
General Accident, U.S. Fidelity and Guaranty Co., N. Y., Plate 
Glass, London Guarantee and Columbia 








Hersert Buxton, Pres. and Mgr. L. Austin Jonson, Sec. 


UXTON INSURING AGENCY, 


GENERAL INSURANCE, 63 Wrt1am Street, New Yors. 
Correspondence Solicited. 


far W. BEALS 
° New York Suburban Territory 

Brokers Protected 
Telephone 3052 Jchn 





Full Commissions Allowed 
76 William Street, New York City 





TUTTLE, 


ee R. 
SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


Manager Eastern Department for six reliable 
fire companies. 


Correspondence invited concerning agency or surplus lines 
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Prominent Agents and Brokers. 


Actuarial, 











HE JOHN L. DUDLEY, JR., COMPANY 
FIRE UNDERWRITERS 


UNITED STATES GENERAL AGENTS 


Law Fidelity and General Insurance Corp., Ltd., of London 
Law Car and General Insurance Corp., Ltd., of London, 


Surplus Lines Throughout the United States Handled for Brokers, 
Correspondence Solicited 


PROMPT SERVICE GUARANTEED 
45 WILLIAM STREET,. NEW YORK. 


WARREN M. KIMBALL & CO. 


84 WILLIAM STREET, - . ° NEW YORK CITY 





Surplus Lines 


Strong European and American 


Stock Companies and London Lloyds 


Liberal Commission Prompt Service 





Surplus Insurance 
British Companies and London Lloyds 


Sprinklered and Unsprinklered Risks written in any amounts up to $100,000, 
Immediate binders given, and Losses paid promptly at New York Office. 
LIBERAL COMMISSIONS paid to Brokers, 


SEDDON UNDERWRITING COMPANY 
Telephone, 3795 John Chas. A. Seddon, President 
London Office, 29 & 30 Old Jewry, E. C. 84 WILLIAM STREET, NEW YORK 


AVID PARKS FACKLER 
Ex-President Actuarial Society 
EDWARD B. FACKLER, LL.B. 
Fellow Actuarial Society 
CONSULTING ACTUARIES 
35 Nassau Street, New York (Rooms 1404-5) 





— C. WRIGHT, 


Successor to EL1zuR WRIGHT 


CONSULTING ACTUARY. 


Accurate Work. 
Accounts Systematized. 


Thorough Experience. 
Examinations. Valuations. 


45 MILK STREET, Rooms 701 and 708, BOSTON, MASS. 
Western Union Code. Cable Address, ‘‘ Actuary” 





M. DAWSON, F. I. A. 
e CONSULTING ACTUARY. 


Member of the Actuarial Society of America, Fellow of the Institute of Actuaries 
dember of the Deutscher Verein fuer Versicherungs-Wissenschaft, Etc. 


76 WILLIAM STREET, NEW YORK CITY 





HARLES J. HARVEY, F. I. A. 


Fellow of the Institute of Actuaries of Great Britain 
and Ireland 


CONSULTING ACTUARY 


Address care of COLONIAL LIFE INS. CO , JERSEY CITY, N. Je 





Established 1870. 


AN HOUTEN & SHERWOOD COMPANY 
LOUIS SHERWOOD, President. 


15 EXCHANGE PLACE, - - ~ & 
General Insurance Agents for New Jersey. 
Fire, Casualty, Automobile, Plate Glass, Fidelity Bonds. 
W L. PETTIBONE & CO. 
z 


Best Companies Surplus Lines 
W9Liberty Street - - - - 


JERSEY CITY 





Prompt Service 
NEW YORE 


W. C. Bennett. ESTABLISHED 1869. J. Burns Allen. 


HARLES TREDICK & CO., INSURANCE AGENTS 


and Brokers, 339 Walnut Street, Philadelphia Pa. 5 
Special Attention Given to Surplus Lines, 


CHURCHILL WHITTEMORE CoO. 
© 118-120 N. FOURTH ST. (Ist Floor Pierce Bldg.), ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Commonwealth, North River, Continental, Spring Garden, Saint Paul, Commerce, Williamsburgh City, Mercantile, 


Nassau, Camden, Eastern, Granite State, Sea Rhode Island, Stuyvesant, Ins. Und. S$, G., Pacific, United States, 
Commission allowed Non-Resident Agents on Insurance on ST. LOUIS properties, 


Prominent Agents and Brokers at Chicago. 




















Gro W. MONTGOMERY M. L. C. Fuxxuousze 
MONTGOMERY & FUNKHOUSER 
INSURANCE AGENCY 
159 La Salle St., National Life Building, CHICAGO, ILL. 

Firemen’s Ins. Co., Newark; Concordia Fire Ins. Co., Milwaukee; Jefferson Fire Ins. Co. 


Philadelphia; Western Ins. Co., of Pittsburgh, Pa.; Farmers & Merchants Ins. Co. 
Lincoln, Neb.; and Lloyds Plate Glass Ins. Co., New York. 








PUBLICITY 


A brief review of remaining questionable features of life insurance 
practice, 
Price per copy, 10 cents 
By WALTER C. WRIGHT, Consulting Actuary 
45 MILK STREET, BOSTON, MASS. 





_——— BARNETT, 


CONSULTING ACTUARY, 


802-3 PETERS BUILDING, ATLANTA, GA. 








R E. FORSTER, 
CONSULTING ACTUARY, 


Arcade Building, PHILADELPHIA. 





Ww. GLOVER, Ph.D. (in mathematics). 
Consulting Actuary. 


1312 Geddes Avenue, Ann Arbor, Michigan 





J H. NITCHIE, 
: ACTUARY 


153 LA SALLE STREET 
919 Association Building 


Telephones { poreg fig 


CHICAGO 





ce AUL L. WOOLSTON, 


INSURANCE EXAMINER, ACTUARY 
AND ACCOUNTANT, 


214 SYMES BLOCK _ - *. DENVER, COL. 





SUPPLEMENT TO THE SPECTATOR OF JULY 30, 1908. 


In further reference to the article printed in this issue of 
THE SPECTATOR regarding the Provident Savings Life, it is 
learned that the negotiations which have been in progress for 
some time with Arthur G. Langham of Louisville, the well- 


known insurance man, for the purchase of the stock held by 
the banks have been consummated. The price is said to be 
$220 per share, and a sufficient number of shares are secured 
by Mr. Langham and the capitalists associated with him to 
give them the controlling interest. It is expected that a reor- 
ganization will speedily be effected and steps taken to place 
the society in active business again. 





